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Chutzpah! Festival debates
those 10 little rules for life

Organizers of Jewish festival hope to bring community together

STUART DERDEYN

The Debaters is one of the most
enduring programs on CBC Radio
One. Created by Richard Side, the
comedy show presently hosted by
Steve Patterson has entertained lis-
teners since September 2006.

The format is simple.

A topic is introduced and two
comics assume the role of either
advocate or contrarian and tackle a
topic for 15 minutes. Each 30-min-
ute show features two debates,
which are won by a live audience
applauding the loudest on which
debater’s mix of “funny or fact” won
the contest. Besides the regular radio
broadcast, special one-off editions of
the Debaters take place.

The Debaters — The Chutzpah!
Edition will open the 2023 Chutzpah!
Festival on Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. at the Nor-
man & Annette Rothstein Theatre.

The annual festival of interna-
tional Jewish performing arts has a
long history of presenting the diverse
and global history of the Jewish
experience with artists coming from
across the world, including Israel.
Given ongoing events in Israel and
Gaza, the festival leadership has
released a special message express-
ing that it continues to “believe
strongly in the power of arts to bring
communities together, even (and
perhaps especially) during difficult
times,” adding “now more than ever
their perspectives, artistry and con-
tributions to the world of Jewish cul-
ture are needed and illuminating.”

Recognizing audience concerns,
artistic managing director Jessica

2023 CHUTZPAH!
FESTIVAL

When: Nov. 2-23, various times
Where: Norman & Annette
Rothstein Theatre, Wosk
Auditorium, Sidney & Gertrude
Zack Gallery at the JCC, Creative
Artworks on Granville Island
Tickets and info:
chutzpahfestival.com
or 604-257-5145

Gutteridge outlines heightened
security measures will be in place.

The Debaters - The Chutzpah! Edi-
tion pits Vancouver-based comics
Charlie Demers and Jacob Samuel
against each other with guest moder-
ator Kate Davis keeping things civil,
this one-night-only event runs 90
minutes and has only one topic.
Being debated, no less, is the 10 Com-
mandments. The twin stone tablets
inscribed by the finger of God with
prescriptions on ethics, worship and
faith are present in the Christian,
Islamic and the Jewish faiths.

Are they, or are they not, ready for
some revision?

Coming into the Chutzpah! Edi-
tion, Samuel notes how fitting a
topic the 10 Commandments is.

“I think that, both religious and
culturally, this is a perfect fit for what
might be the Debaters’ first Jew-
ish-themed debate, because debate
is such a key tenet of Judaism,” said
Samuel. “It will be one topic for 90
minutes and winner-takes-all. To
prepare, I've gone back to things I
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The Debaters — The Chutzpah! Edition features Charlie Demers,

pictured, Jacob Samuels and guest moderator Kate Davis. The comics
will debate whether the Ten Commandments should be revised.

learned in Hebrew school during my
research.

He notes that he’s up against “one
of, if not the best, debater out there,”
facing off against his friend Demers.

A previous captain of the Cana-
dian delegation to the world schools’
debate championships held in Jeru-
salem in 1998, Demers knows his
way around formulating arguments.

“In all honesty, it was this experi-
ence that gave me my break getting
on the Debaters when I got referred
to Richard by my comedy partner at
the time,” said Demers. “There has
never been a better marriage in my
career to anything else I've ever

done in comedy, but when I
approach my part it is equally bal-
anced between making the strongest
points around the topics as well as
being funny.”

The thing that makes it succeed or
fail is the moderating.

That role falls to veteran Canadian
speaker, writer, actor and comic Kate
Davis. Self-described as “Jew Lite,”
the experienced moderator is look-
ing forward to her first Chutzpah!
Festival.

“I'm neutral on whether there
should be more, less or no Com-
mandments. But I'm very for the for-
mat of a debate, because a good one
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leaves everyone feeling better and
why not have a little levity with all
that is going on in today’s world?”
said Davis.

Here are five picks from this
year’s lineup of international
Jewish performing arts that look
particularly rewarding:

1. Klezmer Dance Party with Michael
Winograd the Honorable Mentshn
(U.S) and Avia Moore (Canada), Nov.
5,4 p.m., Wosk Auditorium: An all-
ages, all levels delight that is Klezmer
music and Yiddish dance.

2. Dance Double Bill (Canada), Nov.
15-16, 8 p.m., Norman & Annette
Rothstein Theatre: Dive into the
intersection of dance and literature,
movement and cross-cultural identity.

3. Multimedia Performance by

Forge (U.K.), Nov. 16-19, timed

entry, Creative Artworks, Granville
Island: Artist Rachel Mars builds and
rebuilds a replica of the gate installed
at the Dachau concentration camp.

4. Whistle (Israel), Nov. 14-15, 8
p.m. at the Firehall Arts Centre: A
journey into the “invisible wounds of
the Holocaust” and the pain of the
second generation of survivors.

5. Taraf Syriana (Canada), Nov. 21,
8 p.m., Norman & Annette Rothstein
Theatre: Showcases Sephardic
Jewish, Syrian and Roma musical
traditions.

sderdeyn@postmedia.com

Chelsea Hotel o Reflections on Crooked Walking e This is How We Got Here

and more!

2023/24 Season Passes and Tickets on sale!

firehallartscentre.ca
604.689.0926
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