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LIFESTYLES

Mom on television

By JoHN McKay
CANADIAN PRESS

oms in all their fascinating
Mpermutations will be suitably

remembered and honoured
on Canadian television this weekend.

There will be a mom on strike, a
mother spider, grandmothers who
cook, sing and dance, mothers and
daughters feuding and reconciling and,
yes, mothers giving birth.

But one of the most engaging could
be the Funny Mommy.

Kate Davis of Thornhill, Ont., bills
herself as “one of the few professional
comedian-moms in Canada.”

Once a suburban housewife and
mom, Davis one day walked into a lo-
cal comedy club, saw the talent and
pronounced it something she could do
better.

The next week at amateur night she
proved herself right and now, in addi-
tion to being a wife and mother of
three, regularly hits the stand-up com-
edy circuit. And this weekend, she has
her own Comedy Now episode on CTV
and the Comedy Network (Saturday,
10 p.m. on the main network, Sunday
at 10 p.m. on Comedy).

Naturally her kids are a fountain of
source material:

“We went to the Science Centre and
some guy was talking about minerals
and he asked the kids what salt was
for. One kid said his mother cooked
with it, another said her dad put it on
the sidewalk so people don't slip. My
kids screamed out "Tequilal” ™

MOMS ON STRIKE

Also this Sunday the Family Channel
offers Moms on Strike, a filmed-in-
Toronto TV movie starring Faith Ford
(Murphy Brown) as Pam Harris, an un-
appreciated working mom who de-
cides to go on strike, Her bewildered
family calls in the backup troops, in the
form of Grandma Betty (Florence Hen-
derson), but before they can all get a
handle on things, Pam’s personal
protest attracts the attention of the lo-

cal media and soon spreads
into a national campaign
backed by the First Lady
herself (Sonja Smits).

LITTLE MISS SPIDER,

Teletoon also offers a
charming, animated contri-
bution to Mother's Day TV
with a special episode of Lit-
tle Miss Spider, voiced inci-
dentally by mom-to-be
Brooke Shields.

Wedding bells ring for
Miss Spider and hubby Hol-
ley and soon all of Sunny
Patch is abuzz with news
that they’re expecting five
bundles of joy. .

“For years folks have been
asking me when she’s hav-
ing babies. Now they'll final-

ly get their answer,” says
creater David Kirk.

MOTHERHOOD 24/7

The Life Network weighs
in with the Sunday premiere
of Motherhood 24/7: a Birth
Stories Special in which
cameras follow Mandy and
Stephanie, two very differ-
ent mothers, months after
the births of their babies,
and check out how they are
coping. .

“To convey the real stories
of motherhood in a true and
engaging way, we had to
move in, to be there 24
hours a day to make sure we
captured the whole crazy

icture,” says executive pro-
ducer Gail Gallant.

Mother and comedian Kate Davis was once a
suburban housewife and mom. Davis one day
walked into a local comedy club, saw the talent
and pronounced it something she could do
better. The next week at amateur night she

proved herself right.

Mandy and her husband
live in a three-ring circus
with five children, including
15-month-old twins.
Stephanie, meanwhile, lives
with her own mom and a
six-month-old son and is
preparing to return to work
as a go-go dancer.

TRIO OF SPECIALS

W, the Women's Televi-
sion Network, makes its con-
tribution to the day with a
trio of specials.

Stories of Mothers and’

Daughters is a new six-part
cinema-verite series. Sun-
day’s opener is a two-parter
about Audrey, a 74-year-old
who raised seven kids, had
three husbands and is
preparing to wed a fourth.
This strains her relationship
with daughter Victoria, 39.
The two are trying to put a
year-long estrangement be-
hind them and they decide
to take a painfully revealing
journey back to their Cape
Breton roots. Hanging over
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everything is Audrey’s up-
coming cancer surgery.

W also airs the premiere
of a National Film Board
documentary, To My Birth-
mother, in which Marie,
who was adopted at birth,
sets out to find out the truth
about where she came from.

Leave it to Loving Spoon-
fuls host David Gale to come
up with an extra-special
Mother's Day show. He
brings back 10 grandmoth-
ers from previous episodes
of his popular cooking se-
ries, pairs them up with
daughters and granddaugh-
ters and, for a finale, he per-
forms a musical tribute
backed by six glittering, leg-
gy, top-hatted, tap-dancing
grannies.

And what better way to
end a Mother’s Day of pro-
gramming than with thar ul-
timate tear-jerker of a moth-
er-daughter movie, Terms of
Endearment, starring
Shirley MacLaine and Debra
Winger.



