Decadent Dames Leave Them Laughing
10th Annual March of Dames comedy festival a gut-busting affair

By Liam Lahey

They say women have an extra rib, one more than a man does;
maybe that extra rib is really the mythical funny bone the female
persuasion possesses. Judging by the roaring laughter rocking
Toronto's Second City Tim Sims Playhouse Theatre on Mar. 26,
the male stereotype that suggests female comedians aren't funny
was quickly shot down in flames.

The 10th Annual March of Dames comedy festival, running
through to Mar. 30, features several different female
comics/troupes per night. The Mar. 26 show - the second of six
performances - had moments of pure hilarity.

For instance, drag queen Melody A. Johnson (a.k.a. Mel Cocker)
took to lip-synching rock singer Joe Cocker's You Are So
Beautiful To Me in full mockery. Twisting his thin, wiry frame to
and fro to the beat of the drippy song, Johnson would transform
his delicate, pretty face, partially hidden behind flowing, fiery red
hair, to mimic that of the overweight, balding Cocker, belting out
the song of his life.

Meanwhile the teen, nymph-like troika The Young and The
Useless performed four mini-skits ridiculing the pre-pubescent,
innocuous world of mind games played by young girls. They had
moments that tickled, but their inexperience managed to peep
through on occasion as the theme throughout remained the same
and there was the odd fumbled line. No matter, you could see the
potential the three girls have for the live stage, as the crowded
room chuckled along. Two thumbs up to MOD's organizers for
giving the young performers a taste of the big-time.

Lisa Merchant as the Tin Dame

Toronto comedian Diane Flacks had the room busting a gut

laughing with her account of being a young mother and its

impacts on her marriage and her own character. Beginning her

set with an apology to the audience for feeling a little nervous

after taking a pause from live performance to bear her first baby

boy, Flacks admitted she was thrilled to have the opportunity to

entertain adults instead of her child after a long layoff. She then began to treat the audience as she would her child: pie-
eyed with a goofy grin stretched across her face and arms extended, she began chanting indecipherable gibberish at the
crowd. Moreover, Flacks detailed how a young marriage's candor can change after childbirth and the pressures it inflicts
on a couple.

"You know, I've found it's really difficult in a relationship to get your partner to respond to you when with each request you
make, it ends with ‘for fucksakes'," she said as the room howled. "Honey, sweetie, love of my life, would you please rub
my back - for fucksakes!"

No disrespect to the other performers on this night, but local comic Kate Davis stole the show.

"I'd like to state right up front that | have a penis," she told the audience. "It's true. | just wanted to get that out in the open,
| do have a penis. It's at home tonight doing the dishes."

With that, the mother of four wasted little time launching into one witty anecdote after another, detailing awkward
discussions with her young daughter on the subject of fellatio, to the seemingly ludicrous names slapped onto cosmetic
products aimed at women. For example, Davis spoke of a deodorant stick named "New Ambition" she came across at a
pharmacy recently. After taking a deep inhale of her left armpit, she faced the crowd and declared, "Yep. I'm gonna climb
that corporate ladder today. Gimme a fuckin' break."

"Perhaps Davis' funniest moments came while describing quirky encounters with her hubby.

"My husband is one of those guys, who insists the 21st Century didn't start until 2001 and not 2000," she said, adding the
two argued long over it. "l ended up walking up to some guy on the street and asking him, 'Do you know what century it
is?' He paused, looked at me and replied, 'l know | gotta a bad haircut!"
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"He did too, he looked like Caesar. - Photograph by Tim Leyes



